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Blueprint Supports SB 712

Bill Paves Way for Centers of Excellence within LCTCS

Establishing Centers of Excellence has been part of Blueprint Louisiana’s workforce development agenda to help meet growing workforce needs in the state.  The intent is for Centers of Excellence housed within the Louisiana Community and Technical College System (LCTCS) to serve as world-class training and education hubs to help create a highly-skilled and readily-available workforce for key and emerging industry sectors.

Another Step in Workforce Development

Modeled after successful initiatives in Washington State and elsewhere, the concept behind “Centers of Excellence” is to create state-of-the-art programs within LCTCS that build upon and sustain Louisiana’s competitive advantage. 
MISSION

The Louisiana Centers of Excellence shall serve as world class training and education hubs for the purpose of creating a highly skilled and readily available workforce for key and emerging industry sectors. 

CORE EXPECTATIONS

· Provide leadership in the development of a highly-skilled workforce within sectors of significant importance to a regional or statewide economy as distinguished by economic output, chronic labor shortage, or blue ocean potential.

· Serve as a sector solutions hub, integrating business and industry input and support in the development of new and relevant programs and curricula in a K-20 pipeline.

· Serve as a resource for the creation and sharing of model curricula, educational pathways, degree/certificate programs, industry specific skill standards and best practices

· Ensure the long-term sustainability of the Center of Excellence programs and services

CENTER COMPONENTS

· Centers will be staffed with world-class faculty and thought leaders in the subject industry sector.

· Center facilities will be state-of-the-art, providing unparalleled educational experiences producing workers ready to contribute Day One.

· Centers will be operated on a business model conducive to real-time market responsiveness with flexibility in pricing, service delivery, and administration with a requisite requirement for high-level performance.

Centers of Excellence — The Next Step in Workforce Development

Blueprint Louisiana is a citizen-driven effort to identify and implement essential changes to fundamentally improve Louisiana.  Established in 2006, the nonpartisan effort is led and supported by community and business leaders from across the state.  More than 3,000 citizens and 40 organizations, including a super-majority of legislators, have indicated their support for the Blueprint Agenda.
Related links: www.blueprintlouisiana.org
Follow Blueprint Louisiana on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/blueprintlouisiana
Follow Blueprint Louisiana on twitter: http://twitter.com/blueprintla
