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Blueprint Supports HB 1171

Higher Education Reform Through the LA GRAD Act

Higher education is a key priority for Blueprint Louisiana in 2010.  Blueprint is supporting the LA GRAD Act legislation because it contains several worthwhile higher education reforms.  Here is a summary of Blueprint Louisiana’s recommendations to help higher education be more successful and efficient in its use of the state’s resources. 
 
First, Blueprint believes that a performance-based funding formula is the foundational reform necessary to drive and sustain positive change in our higher education enterprise.  The Louisiana Board of Regents must finalize this formula and ensure its implementation at the campus level.  Given a few short years of consistent support, we believe the formula will begin to produce the desired result — more degrees and certificates awarded, expanded research activity, and better alignment with the state’s workforce needs.  
Second, Blueprint believes that raising the admission standards at our four-year universities will help improve the graduation rates at those schools, and it will also help Louisiana build its underdeveloped community and technical college system.  Higher admission requirements at four-year schools will appropriately shift a more proportionate number of students into the community college pathway — a pathway that offers a greater chance of success and a lower cost.  
Third, tuition and fees for our colleges and universities are tightly controlled by the Legislature.  Blueprint believes this should change.  Specifically, Blueprint believes our colleges and universities should have the ongoing authority to raise tuition and fees up to the southern average.  The performance-based funding reform will make our institutions of higher education more accountable for the results Louisiana wants and needs.  Giving those same institutions greater authority to charge a market rate for student tuition and fees will further focus them on maintaining and improving the quality of their educational offerings. 
Blueprint believes these concepts provide a roadmap to improve student outcomes, graduation rates and overall campus efficiency and performance.  The LA GRAD Act provides more autonomy and flexibility, but with clearly defined statewide performance goals.  

Please Support HB 1171, the LA GRAD Act!

Blueprint Louisiana is a citizen-driven effort to identify and implement essential changes to fundamentally improve Louisiana.  Established in 2006, the nonpartisan effort is led and supported by community and business leaders from across the state.  More than 3,000 citizens and 40 organizations, including a super-majority of legislators, have indicated their support for the Blueprint Agenda.
Related links: www.blueprintlouisiana.org
Follow Blueprint Louisiana on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/blueprintlouisiana
Follow Blueprint Louisiana on twitter: http://twitter.com/blueprintla
