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Blueprint Releases Second Accountability Report

BATON ROUGE, La. — Blueprint Louisiana today released its second Accountability Report, summarizing its involvement in the 2009 legislative cycle, which resulted in passage of one Blueprint-sponsored initiative and the initial implementation of another Blueprint recommendation.  

Blueprint Louisiana was successful in passing its only stand-alone piece of legislation in the 2009 legislative session, Senate Bill 211 by Senator Dan Claitor of Baton Rouge.  Part of Blueprint’s “new economy” recommendation was the pursuit of a strategic research alliance model for Louisiana to guide state investments to support diversification and growth of Louisiana’s economy.  The bill, which ensures that key topics such as technology transfer, high-growth industry segments and a strategic research alliance model will be evaluated by the Louisiana Innovation Council within the first year, passed both the House of Representatives and State Senate unanimously.  

The second part of Blueprint’s “new economy” platform was the shift to a performance-based formula to fund higher education to reward the results needed to transform the state’s economy.  After much work by the Louisiana Board of Regents, Higher Education Commissioner Sally Clausen and the four higher education system presidents, a performance-based funding formula is being phased in over the next three years.  Blueprint firmly believes that performance-based funding will play a key role in producing a “right-sized” higher education system that’s smarter, more efficient, and better at turning out qualified graduates that can compete and succeed in today’s global, knowledge-based economy.

“In our second year of involvement in the legislative process, we’re once again grateful for the support Blueprint received from legislators and the Jindal Adminstration,” said Blueprint Louisiana Chairman Bill Fenstermaker, President and Chief Executive Officer of C.H. Fenstermaker & Associates of Lafayette.  “We’ll continue to work with lawmakers to try to achieve meaningful reform and create the state we deserve.”  

Established in 2006, Blueprint Louisiana is a citizen-driven effort to identify and implement essential changes to fundamentally improve Louisiana.  The group’s original vision for a better Louisiana focused on major governmental reforms in the areas of ethics, education, workforce development, health care, transportation and coastal restoration and hurricane protection.  Earlier this year, it added a “new economy” component to its reform agenda.  The nonpartisan effort is led and supported by community and business leaders from across the state.  
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Related links: www.blueprintlouisiana.org
